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EYFS Policy

The Head undertakes aformal annual review of this policy for the purpose of monitoring and of the efficiency
with which the related duties have been discharged, by no later than one year from the date shown below,
or earlierif significant changes to the systems and arrangements take place, or if legislation, regulatory
requirements or best practice guidelines sorequire.

Signed: DrPamela Edmonds (Head)
Date reviewed: July 2026
Date of nextreview: July 2027

This policy supports the requirements of Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Statutory Framework 2025 and
the Equality Act 2010.

Early Years education is the foundation upon which young children build the rest of their schooling. It is a
holisticeducationthatencompasses all learning and development. This policy outlines the purpose, nature
and management of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) at Parsons Green Prep.

Aims of the Early Years Foundation Stage

In the EYFS at Parsons Green Prep we believe that all children are entitled to the best possible startin their
school life, both intellectually and emotionally, in order to enable themto develop their full potential.

At Parsons Green Prep we aim to enthuse and engage children in Early Years by developing the following
aims.

We aimto supporteach child’s welfare, learning and developmental needs by:

e recognisingthatall children are unique and special

e understandingthat children develop inindividualways and at varying rates

e providingasafe, secure and caringenvironment where children feel happy and know they are valued by
staff looking afterthem

e Offerhigh-quality early education where each child is given an equal chance of success.

e Putexperiences atthe centre of the child’slearning.

e Planto helpeverychild develop theirlanguageskills so that language guides theiractions and plans.

e developing children’s understanding of social skills and the values and codes of behaviour required for
people to worktogetherharmoniously.

e supporting children to develop care, respect and appreciation for others, including those with beliefs,
culturesand opinions which differto theirown

e Enhance opportunitiesforchildrento focus theirthinking, persistence and planning.

e Offeranambitiouslearning environment that reflects an ambitious curriculum.

e Stimulate children’slearningthrough theirowninterests.
Developadepthinlearningsothe children canapply skills widely.
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e Fosterand nurture the enjoymentof learning, and value our learning experiences and supportthemto
learnthrough their mistakes.

e fostering and nurturing children’s self-confidence and self-esteem through their developing awareness
of theirown identity and role within the community

e Ensurethereisan opendialogue with parents/carersto ensure every child thrives both at school and at
home.

The Early Years Foundation Stage framework

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) applies to children from birth to the end of the Reception year. The
overall aims of the EYFS isto help youngchildren achievethe five ‘Every Child Matters’ outcomes of staying
safe, being healthy, enjoying and achieving, making a positive contribution and eventually achieving
economicwell-being. At Parsons Green Prep we are committed to underpinning our provision with the four
overarching principles of the Early Years Foundation Stage in our Reception classes.

1. A unique child

Child development

At Parsons Green Prep we recognise that children develop in individual ways, at varying rates. Children’s
attitudes and dispositions to learning are influenced by feedback from others; we use specific praise and
encouragement, aswellas recognition and celebration of children’s achievements, to encourage children to
develop apositive attitude to learning.

Health and safety

It is important to us that all children at Parsons Green Prep are safe. We aim to educate children on
boundaries, rules and limits and to help them understand why they exist. We provide children with choices
to help them develop these important life skills. Children should be allowed to take risks, but need to be
taught how to recognise and avoid hazards, both within the school and in the wider environment. We
encourage a healthy lifestyle including taking part in regular exercise and eating healthy food. We aim to
protectthe physical and psychological well-being of all children (see the Safeguarding and Child Protection
Policy Policy).

Inclusive practice

Children are treated fairly regardless of race, religion, gender or abilities. We regard the diversity of
individuals within the school as an asset. All children and families are welcome into our school and made to
feel included, safe and valued. In our school we believe that all our children matter. We give our children
every opportunity tobe the bestthey can be and we achieve this by taking account of our children’s range
of life experiences when planning fortheirlearning. In the EYFS we set realisticand challenging expectations
that meetthe needs of our children. We achieve this by planning to meet the needs of boys and girls, children
with special educational needs, children who are more able, children with disabilities, children from all social
and cultural backgrounds, children of different ethnicgroups and those from diverse linguistic backgrounds.

EAL Provision
Parsons Green Prep welcomes children for whom English is a second or third language. We provide
opportunities for childrento developand use theirhome language in play and learning, to support language
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developmentat home, and to ensure thattheyalso have sufficient opportunities tolearnand reach a good
standard in English language. The class teachers/key workers work alongside the SENDCo to review each
child’slanguage competency, setting termly targets.

We use the following:

- providinglanguage-rich play opportunities

- visual timetable outlining the daily routine

- signsand labels onwallsin classrooms and washrooms

- various picture books and books with dual languages

- usingvisual aidsand propsto supportlessons

- modellinglanguage

- teamworkand peersupport

- askingsimple open-ended questions and allowing time forthe child to answer

- songsand story books to supporttheirlearning

- Frenchclasses

- books, posters, toys and puzzles that reflect positive images of the different ethnicities of children
in Britain

- dollsand small world figures that reflect the different ethnicgroups

- using musical instruments and musicfrom around the world; singing songsin different languages

- celebratingscripts and languages of the world by labelling displays in different languages spokenin
class

- Usingstory sacks to create a clear context for stories

(See Equality, Diversity and Inclusion and EAL Policies)
2. Positive relationships

We aim to promote positive relationships between staff, parents/carers and children. Children are taught
how to deal with difficult situations and relationships through their daily interactions with adults and other
children as well as through specifically planned lessons. All children are greeted as they come into the
classroom and have a familiarroutine to help them settle quickly. Staff will work with each child eitherona
one-to-onebasis, inasmall group oras part of a larger group. All staff involved with the EYFS aim to develop
good relationships with all children, interacting positively with them and taking time to listen to them.

Key Practitioner/Worker

At our school each practitioner has a ‘key worker’ role to childrenin the EYFS. The ‘key practitioner’ is the
class teacherand they are supported by one teachingassistant. Each member of staff is a ‘key worker’. The
keyworkerhelpsto ensure thatevery child’slearningand care is tailored to meet theirindividual needs. All
key workers reportthe needs of the child back to the key practitioner. The key practitioneris responsible for
engaging and supporting parents and/or carers in guiding their child's development at home and, if
appropriate, helping families engage with more specialist support.
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Parents/Carers as partners

We recognise that parents/carers are children’s first and most enduring educators and we value the
contribution they make. We recognise the role that parents/carers have played, and their future role, in
educatingthe children. We do this through:

e talkingto parents/carers abouttheirchild before their child starts at school

e giving children the opportunity to spend time with their teacher before starting school during
‘meetyournew teacher’ sessions

e invitingall parents/carersto an EYFS information evening before their child starts school

e offering parents/carers regular opportunities to discuss their child’s progress and allowing
informal accessto the children’s e-profiles

e encouraging parents/carers totalk tothe child’s teacherif they have any concerns

e organisingarange of activities throughout the yearthat encourage collaboration betwe en
children, school and parents/carers—parentlearning mornings, class assemblies, charity events,
Open Days and Sports Day, etc.

e arrangingfor parents/carersto contribute to theirchild's e-profile, such as uploading learning
moments to EvidenceMe.

e Parents’ eveningsare heldinthe Autumnand Springterms, where their child's development
and progress againstthe early learning goalsis being discussed. Parents /Carers receivea
written reportontheirchild’s attainmentand progress atthe end of the school year (see
Parent Handbook)

e Maintaining stronglinks with otherlocal nurseries, childcare settings and schools

The Head of Pre-prep (Lee Bradshaw) meets with EYFS staff to discuss new intake children. If needed, a
person nominated by the school visits feeder nurseries and childcare settings to meet prospective children
duringthe summerterms. Staff from other Early Years settings, pre-schools and schools are regularly invited
to school events, e.g. Open Days and the Head’s coffee mornings. Information about the children’s
achievementsisshared as a two-way process, to ensure continuity and coherence.

3. Enablingenvironments

The Learning Environment

In EYFS at Parsons Green Prep we recognise the importance of a rich learning environment, both inside and
outside. The classroomis organised to allow children to explore and learn securely and safely. There are areas
where the children can be active, be quietandrest. The classroomissetupinlearningareas, wherechildren
are able tofind and locate equipmentand resources independently. The classroomhas an enclosed outdoor
area. This has a positive effect onthe children’s development. Being outdoors offers opportunities for doing
things in different ways and on a different scale than when indoors. It offers the children opportunities to
explore, use their senses and be physically active and exuberant. We plan activities and resources for the
children to access indoors and outdoors that help the children to develop in all areas of learning and
development andthe children have free flowbetween the indoorand outdoor area.
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At Parsons Green Prep we recognise thatthe environment plays akey role in supporting and extending the
children’s development. Thisbegins by observing the childrenand assessing theirinterests, development and
learning, before planning challenging but achievable activities and experiences to extend the children’s
learning.

Educational visits within the local community and further afield are also planned to support children’s
learning within the classroom.

Observation, assessmentand planning

Good planning is the key to making children’s learning effective, exciting, varied and progressive. Effective
learning builds on and extends what children know and can already do. Our planning shows how the
principles of the EYFS are put into practice and is always informed by observations we have made of the
children, inorderto understand and considertheircurrentinterests, development and learning needs.

The EYFS framework provides a long-term plan to follow by ensuring that all areas of learning and
development are covered throughout the academicyear. The whole schoolisinvolved in deciding the termly
topics. Medium term planning is created in Reception and considers the individual children’s learning and
developmental needsincorporated with STEAM. All areas of learning and development are planned forand
available to access within the setting. Short-term planning is completed on a weekly basis and is flexible
enough to respond to the needs, achievements and interests of the children. The learning opportunities
providedincludearange of adult-focused and child-initiated activities, bothindoors and outdoors.

Planning and guided children’sactivities will reflect on the different ways that children learn and reflect these
in their practice. The characteristics of effective learning support the child to become a motivated and
effective learner. Children will play and explore and "have a go™ at using all available resources, developing
theirexperiences. Children will develop resilience and e njoy achievements through active learning and will
make links, exploretheirideas and strategiesfor problemsolving through creating and thinking critically. All
staff support the children in developing all of these characteristics through playing alongside children and,
where necessary, scaffolding and supporting their play.

Ongoing assessment is an essential aspect of the effective running of the Reception class. The main EYFS
assessment method is through staff observations of children in different teaching and learning contexts,
including both adult-focused activities and child-initiated play.

Observations take place ona daily basis (both formally and informally). Practitioners make time to carry out
planned observations of individuals and groups of children regularly. They also make spontaneous
observations in order to capture significant moments of children’s learning. Observations are recorded in
different formats (e.g. narrative style, EvidenceMe app usingiPads and photographs).

All staff are involvedin observing children. Staff use observations to support their developing knowledge of
individualchildren. Itinforms them of children’s abilities, needs, interests, play schemas and learning styles.
Observations are evaluated, children’s learning priorities are identified and relevant learning opportunities
are plannedto supportchildrento make the next steps and progress.
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Other methods of assessing childrenin the EYFSinclude engaging alongside childrenin their play, annotation
andfocused marking of children’s writtenwork, talking withchildrenabout their task or playand in e -profiles.
E-profiles record children’s progress overthe academicyearinall areas of learningand development of the
EYFS framework. Samples of children’s work are gathered, along with photographic evidence and
observations.

Next to the e-profile, we use our own On-entry Baseline test to help give feedback on progress. A similar
baseline test is repeated throughout the year to track children’s progress. These assessments allow us to
identify patterns of attainment within the cohort, in order to adjust the teaching programme for individual
childrenand groups of children.

Progress will be monitored and assessed termly using trackers. It will track each child against age-related
National Curriculumstatements and will be moderated atthe end of the Autumn, Springand Summer tems.
This data will help to complete the EYFS profile.

Duringthe final termin Reception, the EYFS profile is completed foreach child. The profile provides parents
and carers, staff and teachers with awell-rounded picture of a child’s knowledge, understanding and abilities,
their progress against expected levels, and their readiness for Year 1. The e-profile includes ongoing
observations, all relevant records held by the setting, discussions with parents and carers, children and any
otheradultswhomthe teacher, parentor carer judges can offera useful contribution.

Each child’s level of developmentis assessedagainst the earlylearning goals.The e-profileindicateswhether
children are meeting the levels of development (expected), or not yetreaching expected levels (‘emerging’).
Year 1 teachers and parents/carers are given a copy of the profile reporttogetherwith ashort commentary
on each child’s skills and abilities in relation to the three key characteristics of effective learning. Teacher
assessment is moderated in regular EYFS meetings, where ongoing quality improvement issues are also a
focus (see Assessment and Reporting Policy).

4. Learningand development

The seven areas of learning and development are equallyimportantand interdependent and this s reflected
in our planning for both adult-led and child-initiated learning. The three prime areas are crucial to develop
lifelonglearningand to help children formrelationships.

e Personal, social and emotional development
e Communicationandlanguage
e Physical development

The prime areas are strengthened and applied through fourspecificareas.

e Lliteracy

e Mathematics

e Understanding of the world
e Expressive artanddesign
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(See appendix 1 - Reception Overview)

Learning and teaching style

Our policy defines the features of effectivelearningand teachingin ourschool.These features apply as much
to learningandteachingin the EYFS as theydo in Pre-prep and Prep. Features that relate specifically to the
EYFS are:

e thepartnership betweenteachersand parents/carers, so that ourchildren feel secure at school and
develop asense of well-beingand achievement

e the understandingthat teachers have of how children develop and learn and how this affects their
teaching

e the range of approaches used that provide first-hand experiences, give clear explanations, make
appropriate interventions and extend and develop play and talk or other means of communication

e the carefully planned curriculum that helps children work towards the Early Learning Goals
throughout EYFS

e theprovision forchildrento take partinactivities that build onand extend theirinterests and develop
theirintellectual, physical, social and emotional abilities

e encouragementfor childrento communicate and talkabout theirlearning and to develop confidence
and independence

e support for learning with appropriate and accessible indoor and outdoor space, facilities and
equipment

e identification of the progress and future learning needs of children through observations, which are
shared with parents/carers.

(see Teaching and Learning Policy)

Teachingin the Early Years is broken down into three areas: a) playing and exploring, b) active learning and
c) creatingand thinkingcritically. Support and challenges are offered according to each child’s abilities. They
are taught to learn both on their own and together, nurturing their individual talents in the context of the
group as a whole. Promotion of social skills, including kindness, tolerance, respect and diversity, is key in
everythingwe do.

We aimto develop each child’s self-esteem, confidence and independence. In Reception, withina few weeks
we encourage childrento enterthe building on theirown so that they can hangtheir coats on their pegsand
prepare forthe day independently. Ourteaching methods and the classroom layout fosterindependence.

Active learning through play

At Parsons Green Prep we recognise that young children learn best through play and whenthey are active.
We understand that active learninginvolves other people, objects, ideasand events that en gage and involve
children for sustained periods. Therefore, we believe that Early Years education should be as practical as
possible and our EYFS setting has an ethos of learning through play.

We recognise the importance of children’s play. It is an essential and rich part of their learning process,
supporting them in all areas of development. Play is a powerful motivator, encouraging children to be
creative and to develop theirideas, understanding and language. Play is also flexible and able to suit the
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preferred learning style of the child. It can provide multiple ways for children to learn a variety of different
skills and concepts.

In the Reception classroom at Parsons Green Prep staff provide both structured and unstructured play
opportunities inside and outside. These activities are designed to engage children in practical, first-hand
experienceswhich will support children to discover, explore, investigate, develop their personalinterests and
areas of curiosity, and help to make sense of the world around them as they begin to understand spedific
concepts.

Play opportunities are also set up to provide children with opportunitiesto apply newly acquired knowledge,
demonstrating their skills and level of understanding. In providing these active learning opportunities
through play we understand the central position of play within the EYFS framework. This is essentially a play-
based curriculum and pedagogy as the provision of play opportunities underpins its delivery within settings.

Topic-based learning at PGP allows children to develop necessary skills and to achieve the Early Learning
Goals. Topics are excitingand imaginative, involving exploratory and hands-on learning. Activities take place
inside and outside the classroom.

The children also venture outside the school on a range of exciting outings, while authors, speakers and
drama companies visit throughout the year to inspire our youngest learners. Strong community links are
fostered, including visits fromthe fire brigade, the police and local community figures.

Welfare
At Parsons Green Prep we are legally required to comply with the Welfare Requirements as set out in the
Statutory Framework for Early Years Foundation Stage 2025. These detail the need to:
e promote the welfare of children
e promote good health, preventing the spread of infection and taking appropriate action when
childrenareill
e manage behavioureffectivelyina mannerappropriate for the children’s stage of developmentand
individualneeds
e ensure that all adults who look after the children or who have unsupervised access to them are
suitabletodoso
e ensurethatthe premises, furniture and equipmentis safe and suitable for purpose
e ensure that every child receives enjoyable and challenging learning and development experiences
tailoredto meettheirneeds
e maintainrecords, policies and procedures required for safe efficient management of the setting and
to meetthe needs of the children

Training, support and skills

Continuing Professional Developmentis key to quality improvement. All EYFS staff have access to in-house
training as a whole staff or EYFS team. EYFS staff have access to Local Authority training too. Next to the
school appraisal review, each EYFS staff member has regular staff supervision with the Head of Pre-prep
where they have the opportunity to:

e discussanyissues—particularly concerning children’s development or well-being
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e identifysolutionstoaddressissuesastheyarise
e receive coachingtoimprove their personal effectiveness

Staff-to-child ratio

At Parsons Green Prep we ensure that there are always sufficient staff to give the children the care and
attentionthey need andthat the staff-to-pupil ratio according to the EYFS Statutory Frameworkis met. The
teaching staff in Reception at ParsonsGreen Prep have Qualified Teacher Status. The Teaching Assistant holds
a relevant Early Years professional qualification. In England, the statutory child-to-adult ratio for Reception
classes (ages 4-5) is generally 1:30 per qualified teacher. While thisis the minimum legal requirement as a
school we provide additional support with a teaching assistant, to support supervision, though this is not
mandatory.

This staff-to-child ratio is maintained throughout the day. During break times and lunchtimes the key person
does not necessarily have to be required as staff other teaching and teaching assistant staff supervising are
adequately qualified. The Head uses his/her professional judgementin determining what coveris required.
The safety of the childrenis always the first priority and the key personis alwaysin the vicinity and readily
availableif needed.

In EYFS, staff complete risk assessments for trips to determine the staff to child ratio. Thereisnolegally
mandated child-to-adult ratio for Reception class (4-5years old) educational trips in England. Ratios are
determined by the school’s risk assessment, but typical practice forthis age groupis between 1:4 and 1:6.
While 1:30 is the minimum standard in the classroom, a higherratiois always required off-site. The
minimum requirement at Parsons Green Prepiis:

Year Group Number of adults Number of children
Reception 1 3-5 (depending onsize and
type of venue)

In EYFS, there is at least one member of staff who has a current paediatricfirstaid certificate on the
premisesatall timeswhen children are present and they accompany children to educational trips and
outings.

Monitoring and review
The Head of Pre-prep (Lee Bradshaw) and the Head (Alex Jarrett) meet regularly to monitor EYFS practice
and provision.

The Senior Leadership Team (Alex Jarrett, Lee Bradshaw, Beth Dinsmore (maternity leave) and Hannah
Tomlinson monitorthe EYFS as part of the whole school monitoring schedule.
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APPENDIX 1
Reception curriculum overview

The broadly based and challenging curriculum for children at Parsons Green Prep follows the Curriculum for
The Early Years Foundation Stage. The Early Years Foundation Stage enables staff to set standards for
learning, development and care of each pupil from birth to five. It aims to provide children with a unique
opportunity to develop theirfull potential in their formativeyears. Innovative and imaginative programmes
are developed tofoster curiosity, creativity and feelings of self-worth.

By implementingan enriched curriculum, we ensure potentials are reached through a supportive and active
learning environment where exploration of play is well-balanced and equal opportunities given. ‘Well-
balanced play, both indoors and outdoors, is a key way in which young children learn with enjoyment and
challenge’.

In the Early Years Foundation Stage are seven areas of learning and development that must shape
educational programmesin Early Years settings. Threeareas are particularlyimportant forigniting children’s
curiosity and enthusiasm forlearning, and for building their capacity to learn and to thrive.

These three areas are known as the prime areas:

e Personal, social and emotional development
e Physical development
e Communicationandlanguage

Children are also supported in four specific areas of learning and development, through which the three
prime areas are strengthened and applied.

The specificareasare:

e Literacy

e Mathematics

e Understandingthe world
e Expressive artsanddesign

PERSONAL, SOCIALAND EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Children’s personal, socialand emotional developmentis crucial for children to lead healthyand happy lives,
and is fundamental to their cognitive development. Underpinning their personal development are the
important attachments that shape theirsocial world. Strong, warm and supportive relationships with adults
enable children to learn how to understand their own feelings and those of others. Children should be
supported to manage emotions, develop a positive sense of self, set themselves simple goals, have
confidence in their own abilities, to persist and wait for what they want and direct attention as necessary.
We explore this through the Zones of Regulation system put in place throughout the school. The children
have access to Regulation Stations to help regulate their emotions. Through adult modelling and guidance,
the children will learn how to look after their bodies, including healthy eating, and manage personal needs
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independently. Through supported interaction with their peers, they learn how to make good friendships,
co-operate and resolve conflicts peaceably. These attributes will provide a secure platform from which
children can achieve at Parson Green Prep and in laterlife.

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

Physical activity is vital in children’s all-round development, enabling them to pursue happy, healthy and
active lives. Gross and fine motor experiences develop incrementally throughout early childhood, starting
with sensory explorationsand the development of a child’s strength, co-ordination and positional awareness
through tummy time and play movement with both objects and adults. By creating games and providing
opportunities for play both indoors and outdoors, the teachers support the children to develop their core
strength, stability, balance, spatial awareness, co-ordination and agility. Gross motor skills provide the
foundation for developing healthy bodies and social and emotional well-being. Fine motor control and
precision helps with hand-eye co-ordination, which is later linked to early literacy. Repeated and varied
opportunities to explore and play with small world activities, puzzles, arts and crafts and the practice of using
small tools, with feedback and support from adults, allow children to develop proficiency, control and
confidence.

A fun-filled sports day is assigned to the summer term, where children are encouraged to have a go at the
differentevents.

Children have the opportunity to join an after-school Fulham foundation football, Irish Dancing and Ballet
club.

HANDWRITING

Emphasisis placed on developing the mechanical skill of writing. We have a handwriting programme where
the correct pencil grip and letter formation is learnt. Handwriting is a fine motor skill and takes time to
develop.Through gross motor opportunities, your child will develop controlled muscle movement, ultimately
leading to the skill of holding a pencil and making controlled movements. Through classroom exposure to
mark-making, concentrationis placed on wherethe letters and numbers begin and end. Writing with asmall,
flicked tail at the end of most lettersis encouraged, as this will make it easier for childrento join theirletters
inthe lateryears.

COMMUNICATION AND LANGUAGE

The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning and development.
Children’s back-and-forth interactions from an early age form the foundations for language and cognitive
development. The numberand quality of the conversations they have with adults and peers throughout the
day in a language-rich environment is crucial and at Parsons Green Prep, we embed this early on. By
commenting on what children are interested in or doing, and echoing back what they say with new
vocabulary added, we willbuild children's language effectively. Reading frequently to children, and engaging
them actively in stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems, and then providing them with extensive
opportunitiesto use and embed newwordsinarange of contexts, will give children the opportunityto thrive.
Through conversation, story-telling and role play, where children share their ideas with support and
modelling from the adults, and sensitive questioning that invites them to elaborate, children become
comfortable usingarich range of vocabulary and language structures.
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LITERACY

Itis crucial for childrento develop alife-longlove of reading. Reading consists of two dimensions: language
comprehensionand word reading. Language comprehension (necessary for both reading and writing) starts
from birth. It only develops when adults talk with children about the world around them and the books
(stories and non-fiction) they read with them, and enjoy rhymes, poems and songs together. Parsons Green
Prep provides opportunitiesin both adult-ledand child-initiated tasks to nurture theirlove of reading. Skilled
word reading, taught later, involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed
words (decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar printed words. Writing involves transcription
(spelling and handwriting) and composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech, before
writing).

TWINKL PHONICS SCHEME
We follow and use avariety of schemes including Twinkl Phonics and Jolly Phonics.

Children are initially taught the phonetic sound of each letter in the alphabet and to recognise it in lower
case before saying its name and capital version. Letters are taught in order of formation rather than
alphabetically. Throughout the year, two to four letters are always the focus for the week. Class activities
encourage easy recognition of the letter, its sound and association to a set of corresponding objects.
Parents/carers are encouraged to focus on the weekly letters with their child through innovative and fun
activities (pleasesee the teacherif yourequire ideasinthis area).

Twinkl Phonics ‘Rhino Readers’ books are provided to children as part of their weekly reading at home.
Optional access to the Twinkl Phonics Appis provided, with a personal login, for extension phonics activities
at home.

READING

We encourage children to develop an interest and gain pleasure from reading. Children begin with picture
books, tellingastory, turning pages, and building towards a positive experience. Initially, children will begin
to read when the teacheris confidentthatit is the right time for them to start. If a child begins reading too
early, it may damage their confidence and put them off reading altogether.

Learning to read can be quite daunting for young children, therefore it is imperative that teachers and
parents/carers work together to give all children support, encouragement and patience to develop at their
ownrate. ‘Thisiseasy’ is the best commentyou can gainfroma child! It displays confidence and enjoyment.

As well as daily reading opportunities at school, children will be asked to read each night at home. Areading
record book will be provided for parents/carers to record the title of the book brought home and write a
sort, positive and constructive commentabout the progress of theirchild’s reading. It is not necessary that
the whole bookis readin one night and can be requested foranothernight. Some evenings are busierthan
others and if there is no time to listen to your child read in a positive environment, an explanato ry note
should be written in the reading record book.

Childrenlearntoread usinga variety of strategies. Itisimportantto be patientand especially to be positive
with each effort your child makes.
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Children have accessto the Twinkl Rhino Readers App for additional reading opportunities at home.

WRITING

Through reading, children will become aware that writing is a purposeful and a meaningful method of
communication. Each day the children are given ample opportunity to express their ideas in writing. Every
attemptat writingis praised,fromthe beginning scribbles to acomplex sentence. Itis at this early stage that
children are positively encouraged when trying to write words. It is a huge step for some children to just
‘haveago’.

COMPREHENSION

Language comprehension (necessary for both reading and writing) starts from birth. It only develops when
adults talk with childrenabout the world around themand the books (stories and non-fiction) they read with
them, and enjoy rhymes, poems and songs together. Children will be read to daily and encouraged to think
and build onideas fromthestories. Inthe Autumn term children have a designatedlesson per week focussing
on comprehensionskills. From the Springterm, guided reading sessions will help to focus on comprehension.
Daily opportunitiesare there to helpchildren retell stories and narratives using theirownwords and recently
introduced vocabulary. Opportunities to help them anticipate key events and they will be nurtured to use
and understand introduced vocabulary to stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role-play.

SPELLING

A list of key spellingwords —sight words - is distributed in the Spring term. These sight words are practised
at school duringthe week in both writtenand oral form. We encourage children to practise recognising their
sight words at home every day. By making spelling activities fun and engaging, children will develop greater
motivation and excitement to learntheirkey words.

There is no pressure to write all the words correctly. Children have different abilities and cope in different
ways. Introducing key sight words is a gentle build-up to future spellings undertaken in Pre-prep and Prep.
The words provided are invaluableinimproving children’s reading skills.

When developmentally ready, each child will come to understand and recognise the relationship between
mark-making, letter sounds and how these letters blend togetherto form simple words.

MATHS

A sound foundation of maths is provided in Reception through the provision of opportunities for children to
manipulate ‘concrete’ materialsin situations that give real meaning to mathematical ideas. The children are
encouraged torecord their own findingsin ways in which make sense to them. Once understanding has been
achieved, then children can apply their mathematical knowledge to solve problemsrelevant to the real world.

Maths includes the following areas of learning:

NUMBER
e Havea deepunderstanding of numberto 10, including the composition of each number;
e Subitise (recognise quantities without counting) upto5;
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e Automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, counting or other aids) number bonds up to 5
(including subtraction facts) and some numberbondsto 10, including double facts.

NUMERICAL PATTERNS
e Verbally countbeyond 20, recognising the pattern of the counting system;
e Compare quantitiesup to 10 in different contexts, recognising when one quantity is greater than,
less than or the same as the other quantity;
e Explore andrepresent patterns within numbers up to 10, including evens and odds, double facts
and how quantities can be distributed equally.

At Parsons Green Prep, we use the White Rose Maths scheme in Pre-prep and maths is taught through the
use of practical equipment where the children can develop and apply their mathematical skills and
knowledge. Alongside White Rose Maths, activities from Schofield and Sims, NRich and NCETM are included
to enhance the curriculum. Children are given the opportunities to experiment with equipment and record
theirresults. Children work with a different mix of wholeclass, group, shared orindividuals on different days.
They are provided withample opportunity to share their ideas, results and recordings with each other. We
aim to give ourchildren an extremely solid grounding before moving on to more complicated mathematical
concepts. This will give them the confidence to build on skills already gained.

Children are always given many opportunities to apply maths throughout other areas of the Early Years
Foundation Stage.

UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD

Through the half-termly topic study, children not only acquire knowledge of the social world, but also gain
the ability to thinklogically and to learnfromthe processes of questioningand research. A variety of topics
are covered duringthe year. Inthe topics covered, children have the opportunityto investigate and explore,
and develop asense of time, place and community. Topicworkis connected throughout all areas of The Early
Years Foundation Stage.

Children have the opportunity tojoin an after-school Around the World club.

PAST AND PRESENT

The children will be provided with opportunities to talk about their lives of the people around them and their
rolesinsociety. Theywillknow some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing
on their experiences and what has been read in class. They will understand the past through settings,
characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling, as well as experiences in the
provision.

PEOPLE, CULTURE AND COMMUNITIES

Opportunities arise in everyday experiences and play activities for children to develop their spiritual, sodal
and emotional needs. They will know some similarities and differences between religious and cultural
communitiesin this country and that values will be learnt through bible stories and assemblies. We also look
at a variety of festivals that are celebrated around the world throughout the year. Parents/carersand people

Registered in England, Company no.04216973. ﬁA] s ".l)s

Eridge House Limited t/a Parsons Green Prep, 1 Fulham Park Road, London SW6 4L] www.parsonsgreenprep.co.uk

EYFS Policy 2026-2027 Page 14



1 Fulham Park Road, London SW6 41.]
PARSONS GREEN PREP T:020 7371 9009

E: office@parsonsgreenprep.co.uk

from our local community are encouraged to come in and talk about their culture and its festivals. Thereare
various display boards around the school designated to cultures and beliefs.

THE NATURAL WORLD

Children get to know about similarities and differences in the natural world around them and contrasting
environments, drawing on experiences and whathas been read in class. Theyhave the opportunityto explore
the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants. They will
understand important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and
changing states of matter.

EXPRESSIVE ARTS AND DESIGN

The development of children’s artisticand cultural awareness supports theirimagination and creativity. The
children have regular opportunities to engage with the arts, enablingthemto explore and play with a wide
range of media and materials. We provide quality and variety to what children see, hear and participate in
order for them to develop their understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and ability to communicate
through the arts. The frequency, repetition and depth of the children’s experiences allow themto progress
ininterpretingand appreciating whatthey hear, respond to and observe. Opportunityis also given to explore
the meaningandideabehind the works of artists, crafts people and designers.

Children have the opportunity to join an after-school Art Adventures club.

PERFORMING ARTS

The children gain pleasure and benefit from a wide range of performing experiences. Singing, musical
appreciation, rhythmic activities and creative movement are included in the core curriculum. Children are
opened up to the world of instruments and sounds and encouraged to discuss their likes and dislikesto
different musical genres. Children are exposed to a variety of performancesand are encouraged talk about
whattheysee, hearand feel.

Childrenare involved in class assemblies, Christmas concerts and mini productions during a school year, all-
encompassing music.

Children have the opportunity to join LAMDA lessons and individual musical instrument lessons, including
singing.

FRENCH

The French curriculum constitutes a valuable adjunct to the multicultural approach to education necessary
in today’s diverse society. The introduction of children toa community language like French broadens their
cultural and linguistic horizons. French is introduced through games, action songs, stories and role play.
Children are taught basic greetings, numbers to 10, colours, songs, recognising parts of the body and
commands.

COMPUTING

Our overall aim is to give every child a good grounding in all the basic concepts of information and
communication technology. The children will become familiar and controlled in using a computer, the
keyboard and a mouse as well as using a variety of computing equipment through play. They will enjoy a
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variety of educational computer programs, internet sites, keyboard recognition and basic word processing.
Through structured lessonseach week, the childrenwill learn to call up and respondto information displayed
on the screen, as well as follow a sequence of instructions. Through computers stationed in the classroom
inthe continuous provision, the children will be able to enhance theseskills as well as self -regulate a healthy
computer-screentime.

SCHOOL OUTINGS
The school provides a minimum of one outing a term. Outings are usually connected with the class topic
during each term. We also encourage visitors and any parents/carers to come to school.

ASSESSMENT

The e-profile is ourkey form of assessment, which starts when each child begins their schooling at Parsons
Green Prep. The e-profile is availableto the nextteacherasthe child progresses up the school. In Reception,
its primary focusisonthe early learning goals (whichcome undereach umbrella of the sevenlearning areas).
Each section of the e-profile collates children’s learning and achievements. The aim of the e-profileis to
demonstrate the development of each child by consisting of sample work pieces, photos, observations and
assessments. The e-profile records the children’s unique abilities and achievements while at Parsons Green
Prep. It isa workingdocument updated overthe whole year.

During each half of the termin Reception, the teacherassesses the ability of each child usinga baseline test.
These assessments allow us to identify patterns of attainment within the cohort, in order to adjust the
teaching programme forindividual children and groups of children.

Teacher/parentinterviews are held inthe Autumn and Spring terms. A detailed reportis sentoutat the end
of the summer term. The reportis a statutory requirement and incorporates an easy to read summary of
your child’s progressin each of the seven developmental areas, as wellas ashort description of how the child
demonstrates the three key characteristics of learning. Parents/carers are able to discuss the content of the
report withthe teachereitherface toface or viaemail.

HOME LEARNING

Whenthey are ready, children will receive three reading books and one library book so that parents/carers
can read to their child at home. Set aside time with just you and your child to read together (refer to the
‘Reading’ section above). Alongside this, you are encouraged to practise the key spelling words with your
child, which youwill receiveinthe Springterm. There are numerous innovative games that are a fun way to
immerse childreninthe world of language (please seethe teacherif you require some ideas).

COMMUNICATION
Communicationisimportant to us - you know your child betterthan anyone. Pleaselet us knowany concemns
you may have and our staff at Parsons Green Prep will be more than happy to talk to you at any time.

Staff at Parsons Green Prep look forward to working alongside you and your child to ensure learning is as
enjoyable and meaningful as possible.
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